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PSELAPHIDJE.

Small. Maxillary palpi large. Tarsi three-jointed.
Elytra truncate. Five ventral abdominal segments.
Myrmecophilous.

A fairly large family, well distributed about the world.

They are very small beetles of dull colouring, usually
brown.

The antennse are of curious form, much subject to variation,
and in. some species the number of joints are reduced to even
one. The tarsal joints are also reduced in number in some
species.

Little is known of the life-history ; but in one case in which
the larva is known, it is said to resemble somewhat those of
the Staphylinidce.

The great majority of the species live in the nests of ants,
where it is believed they secrete, from little pubescent patches
distributed on various parts of their bodies, a peculiar substance
that is attractive to the ants. Other species are found in moss,
dead leaves or matter of a similar nature, where they feed on
mites, etc.

The family has been monographed by A. Raffray in Genera
Insectorum, Fasc. 64 (1908), and Ann. Soc. Ent. France,
1903-4.

There are about thirty-four British species (Fowler). They
are not of any economic importance.

GrKOSTID^E.
Very small. Antennae three-jointed. Tarsi five-jointed.
Elytra cover the abdomen ; three apparent sternites.
Only two species are contained in this family, and up to
the present they have only been found in Brazil. Beyond the
fact of their inhabiting the nests of the Cremastogaster ants,
little is known about them. Westwood, Trans. Entom. Soc.
London (N.S.), III, 1855.
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